'* from outward forms to win
The passion and the life, whose fountains are within."

COLERIDGE : Dejection*

When a man proceeding onwards from terrestrial things
by the right way of loving, once comes to sight of that
Beauty, he is not far from his goal. And this is the
right way ... he should begin by loving earthly things
for the sake of the absolute loveliness, ascending to that
as it were by degrees or steps, from the first to the second,
and thence to all fair forms; and from fair forms to fair
conduct, and from fair conduct to fair principles, until
from fair principles he finally arrive at the ultimate
principle of all and learn what absolute beauty is. This
life, my dear Socrates, said Diotima, if any life at all is
worth living, is the life that a man should live, in the
contemplation of absolute Beauty . , .

PLATO : Symposium.
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